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I The Invisible Arson jRUSt
BY "JOCK" BELLAERS.

, The other day a man left the
train In Nevada.. Mo., and lugging
two heavy suit cases made his way
to one of the large millinery stores
in the town. He left the amc even-
ing minus the grips. Citizens who
noted the matter informed the au-

thorities.
Investigation revealed that the

store was conducted by a woman,
Business had been poor and the
place was on the verge of bank-
ruptcy. Just a few words of accu-

sation and the woman exposed to
the officials the existence of an
arson business as broad as the land
and as cunning as any scheme ever
devised by man.I Instantly insurance-- companies
and police departments became very
busy. One arrest was made. Bond
was at once given and tho man ac-

cused promptly dropped from view
He is being sought now all over the
United States that there mav be
forced from him information which
would lead to the prosecution of
the real heads, the backers of the
Illegal enterprise. This Is the
business woman exposed.

Her credit had been gradually
'II dlmln Ishinr. She succeeded In con-

cealing: this from her home folks
and a few small tradesmen But not
from larger creditors, who with-
held credit, nor from the heads of
the arson organization. Phc re-

ceived a visit one day from a well-dress-

man He cautioned her

against any excitement or exposure
and said he had come from friends
to help her out

"We have noted your credit go
down." he said. "Wo want to help
you."

Then he asked what stock she had
on hand and how much insurance
she carried. He developed that she
had Insurance ample to cover the
amount of stock. She owned the
building, save for a deed of trust
upon, it. Then he made known to
her how she could retrieve all her
losses at one BWopp, take no chances,
and get enough ahead to start over
again or retire as she saw fit. She
was to order additional stock, pledg-
ing jewels, etcetera, to pet It. and
to double the insurance. Then most
of the valuable stock would be
sneaked out and either stored at aI place to be selected by her or
shipped by the arson syndicate.
When this was done the concern he
represented would send a man to
fire the building. She need not be
near nor know what was happen-
ing. All she had to do was to col-
lect the insurance and gUe the ar-
son
gain.

crew 50 per cent of the net

The scheme appealed to her and
she agreed. The agreement had
been carried out up to the point of
the fire. The man had brought the
two grips for the use of the incen-
diary and the grips were then hid-
den in a corner of the store. They
W'ere seized and wore found to con-
tain oils, fuse and Inflammable sub-
stances. These were to be spread
about the store by the fire bug who
"was to have arrived two days later

and was to do all the rest.
This seizure was the nearest

the police had ever made
the organized incendiaries

which every department knows cx-lst- a.

In fact, there is in every
department of the country aI

Special detail consisting of two or
moi-- men whose duty It Is to Inves-
tigate fires In conjunction with pri-

vate detective agencies employed
by the iPHiirance companies. Nu-

merous arrests have been made in
New York. Boston, Cincinnati. Chi-
cago, St Louis and other places.
ARSON CASKS
II KD TO RUfl DOWN

Arson is hard to run down. There
are few recorded instances of con-

viction. H. H. Holmes eked a good
living and an easy one Insuring
persons and then bringing about
their deaths by violence. He wa8
hanged in Philadelphia The crim-
inal career of Jim French, soon to
be released from Leavenworth Fed-

eral Prison, began as the head of
an arson gang. His operations were
in Missouri and the running to earth
of this gang was about the first big
vnr! ever falling to tho lot of Wil-

liam J. Burns. He assisted Tom
Furlong in the inquiries, French
got five years imprisonment These
two instances stand almost alone.

Arson for gain Is common. Arson
for revenge and arson because of
mania are Insignificant compared io
the first. Investigation of arson Is
quite Interesting, according to a de-

tective who has become famed be-

cause of his work in this regard.
But it l decidedly methodical. Con-

viction for arson is next to impos-
sible Consequently it may be termed
a profitable and flourishing industry.
The police of the great cities have

no means of estimating what tho
arson business amounts to In a
year But it runs up into seven fig-

ures. Illinois is now wrestling with
an arson syndicate

follows is from the pen of
a detective sergeant who has been
a 6tudent of the subject for years
and who has been the investigator
of over 500 fires. It gives a clearer
insight into the industry than is pos-
sible from a stranger to tho real
w ork.

"Incendiarism, from its motions,
may be classed into three general
kinds, for pleasure, hatred or gain.
These ag?ns may be subdivided
into several smaller classes as occa-
sion requires.

"The first named 's by far the
most difficult to contend with on ac- -

Vv

po-li- ce

What

count of the seeming lack of motive,
the Incendiary being some irrespon-
sible pyromanlac who through some
prenatal influence, or from some In-
jury or circumstance, lu impelled at
certain times to start fires for the
pleasure which ho derives In wlt- -

nesslng the conflagration and the
ex Itemcnt which generally follows.
A man recently arrested In St.
Louis after starting two fires was
of this class. These fir'.s were start-
ed In lumber yards, twenty min-
utes apart. We have counterparts
of this man In a youth of 18, who
started twelve fires in the plant of
old St-- Louis Coffin Company, and
an employe of a carpet concern who
destroyed his employer's store by
the use of gunpowder and a slow
fuse which he timed S3 as to enable
him to bring his family to witness
the flames which left him out of
employment and made his family
destitute.

"A particularly dangerous type
of this class Is the fellow who fre-
quently starts fires at his place of

.

"

employment, then makes himself
conspicuous in subduing the flames
and effecting rescuen or saving
property in hopes of recognition
and advancement. Ho is usually a
straw boss, or other :,'cod and in-
dustrious workman wnen not pos-
sessed of this mania. We know of
several of this class and manage to
effectively hold them in check by
keeping a thorough watch on them
In with their employ-
ers and fellow-workme- n. Many of
these unfortunate pyromanics, by
leading temperate lives and re-
fraining from all forms of excite-
ment, have successfully mastered
themselves and conquered their In-

nate desires. But these of thepn
that indulge in intoxicants, particu-
larly the porodical drinker, will al-
ways bear watching. Much assist-
ance In such cases Is given by the
families r.r relatives of the victim,
who know of his weakness and act
accordingly.
DESTRUCTION' BY FIRES
THROUGH AVENGERS.

"The second genera class Is the
avenger or destroyer, who through
hatred, envy. Jealousy or some kin-
dred desire, destroys, by fire, the life
or property of his victim. Fortu- -

nately this class Is not very preva-
lent in the cities. It is only among
the lower class of negroes, foreign-
ers and the criminal class that we
find them. Nearly every instance
that I know of, In this class, was
done while the perpetrator was In a
drunken fury or In a jealous rage,
with little or no attempt at conceal-
ment. These culprits are, as a rule,
easily apprehended, and often ad-

mit their guilt.
"In the rural districts it is dif-

ficult, and it is not an uncommon
thing to hear of a man's fioids, or
fences, crops, stock, barns or dwel-
lings being destroyedyby fire started
by an incendiary in th night, some-
times an entire family perishing In
tho home. In cases of this kind,
when the incendiary Is not positive-
ly known, the crime la charitably
charged to tramps.

"The third and most prevalent
kind Is the incendiary who destroys
for gain, thank to the kind indul-
gence of insurance companies, In
granting him the opportunity To
such an extent has a certain class
of merchants and keepers defraud-
ed In this respect, that a practical
knowledge of arson might be reck-
oned as one of their chief assets. A
dull season or Impending failure,
will cause them to procure exces

sive Insurance, then at a favorable
time when everything Is fully pre-
pared and in readiness the match
is applied and successful fire re-

sults
"It is surprising how minutely

the details for these fires are ar-
ranged. In brick, or otner substan-
tial buildings, gasoline or some
other explosive, is generally used
to spread the flames throughout tho
building and accelerate the destruc-
tion of the contents. This is essen-
tial in the business and central sec-

tions of the city, where the fire Is
liable to be discovered before It
gains much headway and would
probably be extinguished before It
did any great damage. Modern
sprinkler-protecte- d bu.ldlngs are an
invaluable safeguard against this
sort of arson. I know of a recent
case where elcht separate fires were
started on one floor of a building,
Simultaneously, accompanied by
sufficient explosives to wreck every
door and window in the place. Tho
heat and explosives set the sprink-
lers In action and prevented all the
fires from spreading enough to te

with any of the others. A
few months previous to this fire the
insurance on the place had been
doubled with no Vlstblu Increase of
stock or equipment.
SUBURBAN FIRE HIT,
GI-7I- BIG INSURANCE.

"Another type of this class is tho
fellow who confines his operations
entirely to the suburbs, usually se

curing an Isolated frame dwelling
remote from an engine house or
other fire protection. If convenient
he purchases the premises for a
moderate sum. say 11,600. Through
a dishonest real estate man, he ne-
gotiates a bogus deed of trust for
$2,000 on the property and on the
strength of this deed he readily ob-tnl-

$2,500 insurance on the place.
He then places $2,000 On his furni-
ture and household goods, this be-
ing invariably placed with some out
of the way real estate agent, who In
turn has it written up by some com-
pany he favors In the meantime
the fire bug has moved loads of
practically valueless furniture, In-

cluding some kind of a piano and
bed skeletons, Into the place. Under
the guise of painting he thorough-- h

saturates the floors and woodwork
of tho building with .ome highly In-
flammable oil. or preparations, and
In due time, during the absence of
his family, usually between 1 and
2 a. m he touches it off. And all
that remains next morning Is the
kej ,oard of the piano, the frames
and springs of the bads. He never
uses heavy explosives as the frail
edifice would be shattered, and vis-
ible evidence of his guilt strewn
around With the saturation pro-
cess he is sure of his work. The
lnsurunce adjuster promptly pays
the hoider of the deed of trust his
$2,000 and prldeB himself on his
work if ho compromises the other
DOlIcies for $1,200. Ho does not

Bp t
IT PPER left A typical fire

scene. Center James
French, a type of incendi-

ary. He is one of the few
men who have been con-

victed for arson. Other
scenes shown are photo-

graphs taken by Photogra-
pher Brockmeyer, East St.
Louis, for the Illinois State
Fire Marshal, showing the
interior of a building after a

tire had been put out there.
It was alleged that d

waste was scattered
through the building. No
one was convicted for the-fire- ,

although several were
arrested.

know, or at least did not till lately,
that the deed of trust is held by a
trusted friend, an accomplice or a
relative of the fire bug and that the
incendiary on an outlay of $1,600,
allowing $100 for premiums and ex-
penses, has collected $3,200 and still
owns the lot. This sort of fellow
seldom takes more than two or three
weeks to complete his work in one
given transaction. And he is ready
soon to repeat the work in another
section under another name.

"I have known some hard working
people, who having purchased
homes of the foregoing type on tima
payments, and after investing their
life savings In the venture, fall by
stress of circumstances to meet pay-
ments and becoming discouraged,
resort to arson in a vain endeavor
to recover some of the money they
had so faithfully invested.

"1 know one poor fellow who,
having purchased a frame cottage
on time payments In the suburbs of
a big city, and w ho kept up the pay-
ments religiou6l for five or six years
until, because of Insanitary condi-
tions his family was ravaged by
malHria; diptherU and typhoid fever.
Their means w ere exhausted. W hen
his credit was gone in the neighbor-
hood he lost his position. Meantime
his eldest son died and his wife and
remaining children went to live with ,

relatives in the country He finally
secured work In an adjoining town.
It prevented his getting to his home
oftener than once a month. He
vainly tried to either rent or to sell
the place. The mortgage became
about due. He grew desperats.
Early one morning neighbors found
the place afire He attracted other
neighbors and the fire was extin-
guished. Investigation disclosed that
the house had been fired in seven
places, one fire being started Just
behind the bed on which the owner
was supposed to have slept. The
use of a fire proof plaster had pre-
vented the spread of the fire and
exposed the incendiarism. The poor
fellow got neither insurance nor
home.

"Victims of circumstances such as
this, seldom succeed in bringing
about a successful fire. The prac-
tical business of incendiarism Is the
product of careful training and ap-

plication. I know of an entire fam-
ily who have grown wealthy through
arson and who have successfully
avoided the law for the past eighteen
years, during which time, we know
they have manipulated several sue
cesiful fires."

"It pays to be a good listener."
"Yes I kr.ow a good listener who

draws a salary simply by being an
audience while his bos tries out
funny storiea on him."


